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Like most families, when the ‘Clark’s’ gather together at some point we inevitably begin to recall 

shared collective memories. This happened for us just the other day. They might be stories that amuse 

us and make us laugh, anecdotes of past exploits and challenges or tales of sadness and 

disappointment. Sharing in this way can help to bind us together. It was the French philosopher and 

sociologist Maurice Halbwach in 1925 who published his concept of ‘Collective Memory’; the idea 

that past events associated with the values of a certain group can help to unite and connect that 

group more closely together.   

As a nation and as a local community we have most recently shared in events that will become part 

of our collective memory. Joy and sorrow inevitably intertwined eg the England ladies football team 

becoming European Champions, the late Queen’s Platinum Jubilee and then her sudden death and 

the ceremony of her state funeral.   

The month of November is often seen as a time of remembering – a ‘season of melancholy, of 

solemn and serious thought’. It holds within it our national remembrance for those who have given 

their lives in the service and protection of others and many of us will take time on Friday the 11
th
 or 

Sunday the 13
th
 to join with countless others across the nation and the world, in a time of reflective 

silence. Since the last collective gathering of 2021 a great deal has changed in the world and much 

remains stubbornly the same. Who would have thought just 12 months ago that we would be 

witnessing once again the devastation and human cost of war in Europe? Sadly, the jarring images of 

acts of brutal terrorism endure and continue to remind us of the futility of violence.   

I believe that looking back need not just be a time of recalling past events; it can help us to 

determine that the future will be different, that mistakes will be reflected upon and that the good 

and the helpful can be ‘carried forward’ to make a positive difference for the future. This is where 

remembering can become an active and potent force for good. We look back to look forward with 

new hope and purpose. Our readings for this month draw us to remember who Jesus is, that He has 

declared the future and that history is going somewhere. This is not to generate a sense of fatalistic 

apathy but a call for the faithful into action. That we might all partake in the great invitation of 

helping to draw others into peace with God through Jesus Christ and to live our lives in the way that 

God has intended and designed for us to.   

We recall on a weekly basis in our sharing of bread and wine Jesus’ instruction to “.. do this in 

remembrance of me”. At a time where so many are anxious, hurting and struggling with life, the call 

to remember His love and sacrifice and to go and do likewise is ever before us. I wonder what He is 

calling you to do 
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Wensleydale Filling Station 

 Friday 11th  Nov 7.00 – 9.00pm 

Thornborough Hall, Moor Road, Leyburn   DL8 5AB 

 

  

 

              ‘The Gathering’ - Sunday Nov 6th 

                      St Margaret’s, Hawes 10:30am 

        Theme: ‘The Great Invitation’ 

St Paul in his letter to the church in Rome reminds us of the importance of sharing the good news of 

being at peace with God through faith in Jesus Christ and of the joy and freedom there is in living our 

lives with Him. But he asks: ‘How can they know who to trust if they haven’t heard of the One who 

can be trusted?’  

The season of Advent is just a few weeks away inviting us into the forthcoming celebrations of 

Christmas. The theme of invitation has been with us as a church for several months now and is already 

drawing others into the church family. Over Christmas we are encouraged to join with the national 

church in ‘The Great Invitation’ to ‘Follow the Star’. At our Benefice Celebration together, there will be 

the opportunity to hear of the plans we have as church in the upper dale for the Christmas season and 

also for an exciting new venture planned for the New Year.  

The first Sunday of the month is set aside to purposefully gather as a Benefice to encourage one another 

together in worship, to declare our unity and to hear what the Lord is saying to us as church in this 

place. Please do all you can to be there. We often underestimate the power that our presence has upon 

others, but the reality is that we all have a part to play in encouraging and building one another up.   

Be a blessing – Be encouraged – Be Church 

 

 

 

Since 2019 when Hope House was built to serve the 

community (a project started by Helen’s daughter Jess in 

2013)  Helen has overseen the support of local schools, 

children and family sponsorship schemes, a local farm 

initiative and helping establish local enterprise programmes. 

Helen has visited Filling Station twice before and several 

people have been supporting her outreach work. 

https://hopehouseuganda.wixsite.com/website 

 

Speaker:    Helen Holland 

Serving Jesus – Serving community 
 

Next Meeting: Friday 9th December 

Advent Praise 

 

https://hopehouseuganda.wixsite.com/website


 

  
Christmas Reflections:  

Seasonal music for Advent and Christmas 

Saturday, November 26th at 2.30pm,  

in St. Margaret’s Church, Hawes 

 

Malcolm Carruthers will present an afternoon of organ music featuring arrangements of many 

popular Christmas Carols to herald in the Advent and Christmas seasons. There will be a short 

interval during which refreshments will be served. There is no entry charge for the event, but 

there will be a retiring collection for the organ restoration fund.  

Given the last 12 months that we have had, with all the various domestic and international 

situations that have affected us all, it seemed appropriate to present music of a calming and 

reflective nature. Advent is traditionally a season of reflection and anticipation of better things 

to come, so if you wish to take some quiet time out to sit back, reflect and lose yourself in some 

beautiful arrangements with their lush and sometimes surprising harmonies and enjoy the 

glorious calming atmosphere of St Margaret’s church, then we would love to see you there.  

 

CHURCHES TOGETHER IN UPPER WENSLEYDALE 

                  Taizé Service 
Gayle Chapel 

12.00 Noon Monday 28 November 

 

 

To mark the start of the Season of Advent. The event will start with a hearty soup and 

bread lunch followed by the service itself at 1.00pm. 

EVERYONE WELCOME 

 

 



 

  

You are invited to a                               

Christmas Memorial 
St Oswald’s Church, Askrigg 

Sunday December 4

th

 2-4pm 

The sense of loss that we feel through bereavement is often intensified at this time of year and so 

we would like to invite you to an opportunity to remember your loved one in a seasonal way. 

St Oswald’s will be open on the afternoon of the 4th of 

December, 2-4pm, for prayer, reflection and thanksgiving 

for those we have loved & lost.  During this time you might 

like to light a candle and write the name of your loved one 

on a star which can then be hung upon our Christmas 

Memorial Tree. If you are unable to attend please rest 

assured that we will be reading out the names of all those 

who were mentioned last year and including those whose 

funerals have taken place since December 2021. 

Toy Service -  Sunday December 4
th
  

at 10:30am in St Margaret’s Church in Hawes. 

 

 

 

We are holding our annual opportunity as ‘Churches Together in Upper Wensleydale’ to 

bring our donations of new toys to our ‘Toy Service’ on Sunday December 4
th
 at 10:30am 

in St Margaret’s Church in Hawes. As usual, our friends in the Salvation Army will be with 

us and they will then take them to distribute through the area to families in need.                         

Our response in recent years has been so encouraging and such a blessing to so many 

different families. Gifts can be brought on the day or if you are unable to attend and would 

like to contribute then they can be handed over at the Vicarage on Burtersett Road. Please 

do not wrap the gifts but if you would like to donate some wrapping paper alongside your 

gift this would be very helpful. Thank you in anticipation of your generosity.   



 

  

Here is an exciting opportunity for the New Year to explore the BIG questions in 

Life; What are we doing here? Who is Jesus? Why did he die? How can God 

accept us? What does it mean to be a Christian? 

We all have questions and you may know someone very close to you who has them as well.                         

This course creates the opportunity to explore them in a friendly and relaxed way as a group.                       

Each session will begin with a shared meal before watching a short DVD presentation that leads 

us into the chance to share our thoughts and discuss the issues raised together. 

The course, which has been created by the Anglican church of All Souls Langham Place in 

London, is based on the gospel of Mark and will run through Lent leading to a dramatic and 

musical performance of the full gospel in St Oswald’s Church on the evening of Thursday the 

30
th
 of March. 

This is a moment where we can all be involved so please do not think that this is for someone 

else.  We all have friends and family who have questions about our faith. This is a perfect 

opportunity for us to invite someone we know to come along with us and begin to explore 

what Christianity is really all about. Please take time to ask the Lord in your prayers as to who 

this might be. 

More details in the coming weeks 

 

In a time of uncertainty and anxiety where 

so many people are living their lives in 

fear, let’s use this season of Remembrance 

to pray for them, to pray for those in 

positions of power and influence and to 

pray for all who seek to help others by 

bringing comfort and relief. 



 

 

 

 

 

  

            

 

Upper Wensleydale Benefice Services                                                        

November 2022 

 

 St Mary & 

St John’s, 

Hardraw 

9.00am 

St Margaret’s, 

Hawes 

10.30am 

St Oswald’s, 

Askrigg 

10.30am 

St Matthew’s, 

Stalling Busk-   

Evening 

Prayer 

Friday Nov 

4th  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Nov 6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Gathering- St Margaret’s Hawes 10.30am                                     

Benefice Communion Service 

4pm 

Evening 

prayer by 

telephone 

Nov 13   Remembrance 

Service  

followed by a  

procession to the 

war memorial  

Remembrance 

Service 

followed by a  

procession to 

the Mkt Cross 

Soup Lunch from 12.30-

1.15pm 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

1.30pm Holy 

Communion                                                                                   

 

4pm 

Evening 

prayer by 

telephone 

 

Nov 20 Holy 

Communion 

Family Service 

Praise in the Pen 

Holy 

Communion 

 4pm 

Evening 

prayer by 

telephone 

 

Sat Nov 26  2.30pm Advent 

Organ concert 

  4pm 

Evening 

prayer by 

telephone 

 

Nov 27 Morning  

Prayer 

Holy Communion 

 

Outreach Café 

Style Service 

 

3.15pm Pathfinders 

 

 

4pm 

Evening 

prayer by 

telephone 

 

Mon Nov 28 Taize Service at Gayle Chapel 12.00 – Soup and bread lunch followed by service at 1.00pm to 

mark the start of Advent 

  Rev Dave Clark: The Vicarage, Burtersett Road, Hawes. DL8 3NP, 01969 667553, office@upperwenben.org  

         
                                                                   

 

 

 Upper Wensleydale Church – CofE        www.upperwensleydalechurch.org 

Sycamore Hall – Communion Service in the long Lounge – 10am 


