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From the Vicarage: A call to prayer
Our Archbishops have been on the news this week inviting the nation to turn collectively to
prayer in response to the tragic death toll associated with the virus. Their call reminds us (had
we needed it) of the seriousness of the situation we are in. As we remember the words of
Simeon declaring Jesus to be a light of revelation, we can pray for that light to shine afresh.
There are many questions that we all have surrounding 'Why?' but as scripture and Jesus
himself reminds us, we are called to pray in faith no matter what the circumstances and to let
God have our fear and our uncertainties. He is our Rock and He is our Hope Psalm 62. Many in
our communities are worried and fearful for the future at the moment as together we are
faced with the increasing realisation of our own mortality; something that has been missing
from general conversation and acceptance for many years.
Last week Helen provided a lovely activity for children and adults to engage in (see our
Facebook page and Website) that could help with this. It was the creation of a Prayer Tree or
a ‘Worry Tree’. A place where concerns could be declared, hung and prayerfully handed
over to God. They may be about situations seemingly out of control or for people we care
for and love.
The reality is that prayer is always a sign of love. It’s a sign of love towards the one for
whom we are praying but it’s also a sign of love to God; the one we are trusting our prayers
to. Prayer connects us and prayer unites us. It is, as John Wesley wonderfully stated, the
place ‘where the action is’. It is also the place where we build a closer and a deeper
relationship with God. If we want to know God more we do it by spending time in his
presence in prayer. Find a quiet place and let Him know how you are feeling. Perhaps you
might like to light a candle to remind you that Jesus is the light of the world and that when
we pray we are never alone. Reading some scripture always helps me to begin to focus my
prayer time and using the Lord’s Prayer ensures that I keep my eyes on his majesty rather
than just presenting a list of requests.
I encourage us all to respond to our Archbishop’s invitation and to give some time to pray
for everyone affected by the virus. They request that this should be at 6pm every evening,
beginning on Monday, February the 1st and have published the prayer below for our use.
Let us cry out to God as we lament the loss of so many and the grief and the heartache that
is being borne across the nation. As a church we must continue to reach out in love and
compassion and do all we can to share God's love and hope with those who are in such
desperate need right now.

Gracious God; as we remember before you the thousands who have died,
surround us and all who mourn, with your strong compassion.
Be gentle with us in our grief, protect us from despair
and give us grace to persevere and face the future with hope,
in Jesus Christ our risen Lord.
Amen

Candlemas
Elizabeth Fawcett
‘Deep sleeps the winter, Cold, wet and grey; Surely all the world is dead;
Spring is far away. Wait! The world shall waken; it is not dead,
for lo, the Fair Maids of February stand in the snow!’
Cicely Mary Barker

Elizabeth has created a lovely video with Mike Hirst of the walk to Mill Gill that she describes here. You can
enjoy the beautiful scenery and see the candles alight in the wood by clicking on the link below

http://www.upperwensleydalechurch.org/services/

Candlemas commemorates the ritual purification of Mary, 40 days after the birth of her son Jesus.
This day also marks the ritual presentation of the baby Jesus to God in the Temple at Jerusalem.
The Gospel of Luke says that Jesus was met by Anna and Simeon. Simeon held the baby Jesus and
called him a “Light to the World”.
The festival is called Candlemas because this was the day that all the Church's candles for the year
were blessed. In the middle ages, everyone in the parish brought their candles to church to be
blessed by the priest, and after a procession and the blessing, each person lit a candle to set before
the statue of the Virgin Mary – in those dark February days it must have provided quite a spectacle
of brightness. On Candlemas night, many people place lighted candles in their windows at home.
In pre-Christian times, it was the festival of light. This ancient festival marked the midpoint of
winter; half way between the winter solstice (shortest day) and the spring equinox. It’s good to
know that we are half way through!
Another symbol of Candlemas is the snowdrop and indeed, it is often called the ‘Candlemas Bell’.
And even today many of the best snowdrop displays are associated with the old faith, clustering
around churchyards and ancient religious foundations, ruined abbeys and priories, where they were
once planted with Candlemas in mind. The purity and beauty of the petals were seen as
representing Mary on this special day.
Every year, our Sunday School children enjoy a noisy ramble from St Oswald’s church to Mill Gill.
We’ve been in snow, wind, rain and frost. We enjoy the magnificence of this tiny, gregarious,
strong little flower as it pokes through the frozen ground. I tell the children that God created that
tiny, beautiful & fragile flower to lead the way out of winter into Spring, in the same way as he
loves them, the children who give us love, light, laughter and above all HOPE. We all light candles
and say a prayer and then run back to church for hot chocolate, fun and laughter. This year we
can’t be together in the same way, but we can look forward with faith knowing that Christ’s light is
never dimmed and that, if we let it shine forth from us with confidence, others will see the joy that
a life lived with Christ in our hearts can bring.
So, why not light a candle in your window tonight and say a prayer for PEACE, LIGHT & HOPE.
And next year, we’ll be back full of outdoor praise in the heart of God’s creation, with happy
chatter & joy.

Sunday Services
This Sunday, January 31st
10:30am: A service of Morning Prayer – streamed on our FaceBook page and website.
The service was recorded in St Matthew’s Church, Stalling Busk.
Upper Wensleydale Church – CofE OR http://www.upperwensleydalechurch.org/services/

4:00pm: A service of Evening Prayer will be held in our telephone meeting room.
It’s easy to join in and many have been drawing comfort and strength by doing so.
It’s been good to hear one anothers voices as we use the humble telephone
to connect us together in worship. It works with both landline and mobile phones.

As 4pm approaches call this number: 03330 164757
you will then be asked to enter the Room Number: 893 277 00# and the PIN: 2772#
The service will last for approx. 25 mins
The Service sheets and Readings for January 31st are attached for you to use. You will be able to
join in with the responses or just listen, which ever you prefer. Calls to 03 numbers should be free
as they are included in most UK landline or mobile minute packages.
We hope that many of you will engage with these different opportunities to share in worship
together whilst staying in the safety of your own homes.

On Monday we said ‘Goodbye’ to two lovely friends of Askrigg and
St Oswald’s church: Robert and Tricia Selby
Rob and Tricia lived in the Manor House in the village and Tricia has been a much
loved and valued member of the church family for many years serving as both
Church Warden and a member of the PCC with great grace and diligence.
We shall miss them enormously but wish them well in their new home where they
can enjoy having their family close at hand.
God bless you both and Thank You for all you have been to us.

